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Listing of Claims : 

1 . (currently amended) An apparatus for providing e-mail notification to a user of 
an interactive television system, the apparatus comprising: 

a customer premise equipment capable to receive an e-mail message 
information from a data communication network and transmit an alert signal in 
response to receiving the e-mail message information ; and 

a remote control notificat i on device for the interactive television system 
capable to receive the alert signal and to provide notification to a user in response to 
the alert signal without displaying the e-mail message , 

2. (original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the customer premise equipment 
includes a set top box. 

3. (canceled). 

4. (canceled). 

5. (canceled). 

6. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the notification 
includes a light signal from the remote control notification device. 
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7. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the notification 
includes a sound signal from the remote control notificatio R device. 

8. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the notification 
includes vibration from the remote control notificatio n device. 

9. (original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the alert signal is capable to 
penetrate a wall or barrier. 

10. (original) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the customer premise equipment 
includes a transmitter capable to transmit the alert signal. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the remote control 
notification device includes a receiver capable to receive the alert signal. 

12. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the remote control 
not i fication device is capable to transmit a control signal that permits execution of an 
application for processing the received e-mail message information . 

13. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the customer premise 
equipment includes an application capable to detect the received e-mail message 
informat i o n. 



3 



PAGE 5/19 * RCVD AT 3/16/2005 6:13:05 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 1 SVR:USPT0«EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 ' CSH):801 578 6999 * DURATION (mm-ss):05-04 



03/16/2005 16:14 FAX 801 578 6999 



S TOEL RI VES, 



tgjooe 



14. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the customer premise 
equipment includes an application capable to display the received e-mail message 
i nformation . 

15. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 f further comprising: 

a display device communicatively coupled to the customer premise equipment 
and capable to display the received e-mail message information . 

16. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the remote control 
notification device is communicatively coupled to the customer premise equipment by 
a wireless link. 

1 7. (currently amended) The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the remote control 
notification device is communicatively coupled to the customer premise equipment by 
a wired link. 

18. (original) The apparatus of claim 17 wherein the wired link is cable wiring. 

19. (currently amended) A method of notifying a user of an interactive television 
system about incoming e-mail messages , the method comprising: 

receiving, by a customer premise equipment, an e-mail message informatio n 
from a data communication network; 
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in response to the received e-mail message, informatio n, sending an alert 
signal to a remote control notffiootion device forthe interactive television system; and 

in response to the alert signal, providing notification by the remote control 
notification device about the received e-mail message information without displaying 
the e-mail message . 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 19, further comprising: 
transmitting a command signal from the notification device to the customer 

premise equipment to execute an application capable to process the received e-mail 
message informat i on . 

21 . (original) The method of claim 19 wherein the customer premise equipment 
includes a set top box. 

22. (canceled). 

23. (canceled). 

24. (canceled). 

25. (currently amended) The method of claim 19 wherein providing notification 
comprises: 

providing a light signal from the remote control notification device. 
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26. (currently amended) The method of claim 19 wherein providing the notification 
comprises: 

providing a sound signal from the remote control notification device. 

27. (currently amended) The method of claim 19 wherein providing the notification 
comprises: 

providing vibration from the remote control notificat i o n device. 

28. (currently amended) An article of manufacture, comprising: 

a machine-readable medium having stored thereon instructions to: 
receive, by a customer premise equipment, an instant message informatio n from a 
data communication network; 

in response to the received instant message information , send an alert signal 
to a remote control notification device for an interactive television system; and 

in response to the alert signal, provide notification by the remote control 
notification device about the received instant message information without displaying 
the instant message . 

29. (currently amended) An apparatus for notifying a user of an interactive 
television system about an incoming instant message , the apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving an instant message i nformation from a data 
communication network; 
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communicatively coupled to the receiving means, means for sending an alert 
signal in response to the received instant message information ; and 

communicatively coupled to the receiving means, means for remotely 
controlling the interactive television system that providing]] notification about the 
received instant message informatio ft in response to the alert signal. 

30. (currently amended) An apparatus for providing message notification to a user 
of an interactive television system, the apparatus comprising: 

a customer premise equipment capable to receive at least one of an e-mail 
message and an instant message i nformat ion from a data communication network 
and transmit an alert signal in response to receiving the at least one message 
information , the customer premise equipment including a set top box capable to 
process the received information; and 

a remote control notification device for the interactive television system 
capable to receive the alert signal and to provide notification to a user in response to 
the alert signal without displaying the at least one message ; [[and]] 

a disp l ay d e vic e c e mmunlcat i v e ly coup l od to the custom e r promise oquipm e nt 
and capable to display th e r o c o ivod i nformation; 

wh e r e in th e cu s tom e r promise equipment includes an app l ication capabl e to 
d e t e ct th e r e c e iv e d i nformation, and an application capab l e to disp l ay th e r eceived 
information; 

wherein notification is provided by using at least one signal from a group of 
signals comprising a light signal, a sound signal, and a vibration signal. 
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31 . (currently amended) An apparatus for providing notification to a user of an 
interactive television system about an incoming message, the apparatus comprising: 

□ c uct o m o r premier nqnipmont ^r^ hln fn mrnhfn '"format i on transmitted 
from a data communication network, tho cuctomer promise equ i pment capable to 
tr ansmit an alert signa l i n responoo to rocoiving tho informati eftr 

a notification device capable to provide control s i gnals to oontrol tho cuotomor 
promiso equipment tho notification dovloo capoblo to receive the an alert signal from 
the interactive television system indicating at least one incoming e-mail message or 
instant message and process the alert signal to generate a notification related to the 
received message information without displaying the at least one Incoming message ; 
[[and]] 

wherein the notification device includes a first visual indicator to notify the user 
of an incoming e-mail message and a second visual indicator to notify the user of an 
incoming instant message 

a - display d e vic e communicativ el y couplod to tho customer promioo - oquipment 
and capab l e to displ a y th e rocoivod information; 

whoroin tho custom e r pr e miso oqu i pmont includ e s an a pp l ication capabl e to 
d e t est the r e c e iv e d information, and - an app l ication capab l e to disp l ay th e r e c e iv e d 

wh e rein notifioatiorvte - provid e d by using at l e a st- one signal from a group of 
signa l s compri si ng a l ight signal, a sound signal, and a vibration signa l. 
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32. (currently amended) A method of notifying a user of an interactive television 
system about an incoming message , the method comprising: 

receiving, by a customer premise equipment, at least one of an e-mail 
message and an instant message i nformati er y from a data communication network, 
and storing the at least one received message informat i on ; 

in response to the at least one received message informat i o n, sending an alert 
signal to a remote control notification device; 

receiving and processing the alert signal; and 

based upon the alert signal, providing notification by the remote control 
notification device about the at least one received message information without 
display of the actual message ; 

wherein notification is provided by using at least one signal from a group of 
signals comprising a light signal, a sound signal, and a vibration signal. 

33. (new) The method of claim 6, wherein the remote control device includes a 
specifically-designated LED to provide the light signal. 

34. (new) The method of claim 7, wherein the remote control device includes a 
speaker to provide the sound signal. 

35. (new) The method of claim 1 , wherein the customer premise equipment is 
capable to receive an instant message from a data communication network and 
transmit a second alert signal in response to receiving the instant message; and 
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wherein the remote control device capable to receive the second alert signal and to 
provide a notification of the instant message to a user in response to the second alert 
signal, wherein the notification of the instant message is different from the notification 
of the e-mail message. 

36. (new) The method of claim 35, wherein the remote control includes a first LED 
for providing the notification of the e-mail message and a second LED for providing 
the notification of the instant message. 
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